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Disease recognition



Healthy brood pattern Not healthy brood



EFB symptoms

• Caused by Melissococcus
plutonius bacteria

• Discoloured,
yellow/creamy larvae

• Twisted in cell

• Melted, lost segmentation

• Uncapped larvae

• Foul smell in later stages



EFB characteristics
• Doesn’t always kill colony

• Stress disease:
• Lack of stores
• Splits
• Swarming

• Easily spread by bees:
• Swarming
• Robbing
• Drifting
• NOT by foraging in

same area
• Easily spread by 

beekeepers:
• Poor biosecurity 
• Moving frames
• Extraction equipment



AFB symptoms

• Sunken,
greasy 
cappings

• Roping

• Scale
• Perforations often 

at side of cell
• After cell is capped



AFB characteristics

• Always kills colonies 
eventually

• Not so easily spread by the
bees
• Robbing
• Drifting
• NOT swarming

• Most often spread by 
beekeeper:
• Poor biosecurity
• Reusing old equipment
• Moving frames

• Only option is destruction



What to do if you suspect notifiable disease

Bees_mailbox@gov.scot
No weekend cover. 

Triage questions:
Inspection arranged
Request to take samples for us 
Monitor and keep in touch

Visit

Actions Following Visit



BeeBase registration



Notifications following notifiable disease

• Importance of keeping apiariy locations up to date. 

• We have taken feedback on board:
• What you are expected to do. 
• What you can expect us to do. 

• Notifications through:
• BeeBase.
• Local Associations. 

• Public pages of BeeBase has all latest cases of EFB and AFB 
found through the year. 



Thank you for your time
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